The esophagus seems to be an almost cylindrical and straight tube in the posterior mediastinal space in front of the vertebral column. However, we have to be familiar with all organs and mediastinal tissues that surround the esophogus because they not only produce anatomic impressions, but also cause physiologic changes and may predispose to pathologic lesions.
pose to pathologic lesions.
To obtain a valuable roentgenologic examination, we tried to use roentgenkymography and barium tablets for rheological study of the esophagus.
The relationships between the esophagus and surrounding organs allowed the following parts and demarcations: the tracheal and cardiac parts and the aortic, bronchic and diaphragmatic impressions, and also impression by a tortuos descending aorta in aging process.
Roentgenkymography of the esophagus during the swallowing of barium meal allowed to analyse the motility of food channel of the hypopharynx and upper esophagus. Two different sized barium tablets (7mm and 16mm in each diameter) were helpful to realize some type of food transfer for the physiology and physiopathology of the esophagus.
